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(1) 
Prophetick Admonitions 


Tp: 3 9-V 


CITY of LONDON, 


Of Four Great Calamities like to befall ir, viz. 

. Deſtruition of thiir Houſes. fullflled in 16656, 

. Slawghters of their Perſons. Wives and Children. 

. Loſs of their Goods and Fſtates. And, 

4. Vioiation an4 Slavery of their Conſciences. 

And of the only means to prevent 'em. 

Firſt Preaclied, and afterwards Printed, and Decicated to 
the Citizens, by Thomas Reeves, B, in Divimty, in the 
Year 1657. ww 

bk © Bo 0-05-84 
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Renctions and Preſages of future Things are various 
and irom different Cauſes; ſome more certain, fome 


more doubtiul ;fome more general, ſome more par- 
ticular and diſtin ; ſome from a natural Sagacity and 
good obſervation and confideration of the courſe of T hings, 
in their Cauſes and Events, both Natural, Moral, and Di- 
vine; ſome from a farther a{vantage either of a Divine 
Iiluſtraticn, or ſecret impreſliens ot Spirits trom without, 
both good and evil 5 ſome from more manifeſt Revela. 
tions in various manners : Whence the preſages of this Au- 
thor were, I do not find that he doth any where expreſly 
aſſert or declare, but it *tems he had no little concern up- 
on him in the Writing of thefe Sermons for the City of - 
L ondon ;, and of the four Calamities which he had obſcrved 
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ro concur to the Deſtrution of other Cities: the firi}, 
which is by Deſtruſtion ot the Buildings, he had lo live. 
ly deſcribed i all things, except tie manner by Fire, that 
it made this Book much taken notice of by many atter 
the accompliſhment of it, by that dim a con{lagration in 
the year 1666. an] the apprehenſion Wien divers think- 
ng People fave of the great danger there 1s, t2at thc reſt 
may likewiſe be accompliſhed 1n their time, if not pre- 
vented by rhe means fo carneſtly recommended by the 
Author, has moved a well wiſh-r to the City tote at the 
Charge of Printing an Abtiract, ior a Warning and Ad- 
monition to the Citizens, to whom ih: whole was De- 
dicated. 

The Author in Its Epiſtle Dedicatory, p.g. 10, 13. 


#nd in his Application of the Cale of Nzxezeh to this of 


the City of London, pag 215. having let out at large his 
apprehenſions of the dangerous State of the City, in 
reſpe&t of the many and great ſins then abounding in 4t, 
(which are not a little increaled and aggravated fince) 
in his Application of theſe words, zhat great City, p. 217. 
he proceeds to ſhow the horror of this Citizs Neſo/ation, it 
ever it coth happen to perith, for it is that Great City, 
Oh the Dream (aith he) be to our Enemies, and the [terpre- 
fation to them that hate us. For if this City come to b: wiſt- 
ted, there are not FOngaes encuch in the whole C ity to reckon 
ap all the Miſeries that ſuch a Judgment will bring along 
with it, And then relating the Miſerics which have 
befallen other Cities, he came at laſt ro this, in theſe 
words, pag. 220, 


-# Oh? chenif ever your ſins bring in God's judgments into your 
_ City, marching rank and file,fee the variety of for:ows, ye mult 
weep under ; as happily as you no + ſeem tolive, ye mult have 
* another face of wretchednefs among't you ; whatſocyer preſent 
* comforts ye now enjoy, yet then nothing but exigents and dif- 
* alters; your Looking glaſs will be ſ{autcht away, vour Mirror 
© cracked 


” 
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© cracked, your bright Diamond ſhivered in pieces, this good!y 


© City of yours allin ſhreds 5 ye may ſeek for a threihold ot your | 
e 1ncient Dwellings, for a Pillar of your pleafant Habitations, - 


© and not find them all your ſp2ctous Manſions and lumptuous 
© Monuments are then gone; not a Porch, Pavement, Seeling, 
© Tarras, Staircale, Gallery, Turret, Lanthorn, Balcony, Bench, 
© peice of a Skreen, panz of a Window, Poſt, Nail, Stone or Duſt 
© of your former Houlzs to be [<8:3 3 no, with wiinging hands 
© ye may ask, where are thoſe iweet places, where we trad-6, 
© fealted, il:pr2 where w2 lived Ike Maſters, and ſhane like 
* Morning-Stars ? No, tie Houtes are failen, and the Houtho!- 
* ders are dropt with them we have nothing but the naked Streets, 
© or naked Ficlds for ſhelter ; not fo much as a Chamber where 
* to lodge a Friend, or to couch down our Children, or re+ 
© poſe Gur own Members, when we are ſpent with wearinefs, 
© or afllicted with licknets* Wo uyto us! our fins have pulled 
* down our 4loules, ſhaken gown our City, we a:e the moit hat + 
«© borleſs, ſeat!lels People in the World, we live rather like For= 
© reigners, than Natives; yea, rather like Beaſts than Men. 
© Foxes have holes, and the Fowls of the air have neſts, but we 
* have neither holzs nor neitsz our fins haye deprived us both 
* of couch and covert: We would be glad it any Hoſpital or 
£ Spi:tle would receive us; Dens and Caves, the bleak air or 
* col ground are now left unto us as our. only ſhades and 
* retuges. | 

* Put this is but the miſery of ſtone work, of Arches, Dor- 
mans, Roofs; but what will ye fay when ir doth come to 
kin work, Arms, Necks, and Bowels, may not your Gear 
perſons come to be joyned in th: hazard ? an.! your ten- 
der p2rions touched ? yes, ye which have walked the Streets 
in State, may then run the Streets in diitraction 3 ye which 
* have ſearched out others with ſeverirv, may then Le plucked 
* out of corners by others with rigour 3 ye which have been 
* bowed unto wich reverence, may then bend your knee 
* tor mercy ; with one Leg or halt an Arm, ye may bug the 


A 
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* prefervation of the re{t ot your Members ; what inventions. 


© ſhall ye then be put to, to ſecure your feives ? yea, per- 
© haps what would ye not give to fave your lives 7 
* and your tears, it may be, will not relcue you, nor your 
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* oo!d redeem you; but your veins mult weep as we!l as your 
© eyes, and your ſides be watered as well as you: checks 3 
« when your fins ſhall ſhut uo all the Conduits of the Giry, 
e'214 ſaftzr only the Liver Conduir to run 3 when they ab 
© jow ye, no ſhowers of rain, but ſhowers of blood to waſh 
« your Streets; when ye ſhall ice no men ot your Corpo: 
« ration but the mangled Citizen, nor ner No. Naoig in your 
© Srreets but ths crizs, the {hricks, the yells, an | pints of giiping 
* dying men; when amongſt the thronzs of Atfociues and Con- 
© f:derates, not a man will own you, or com? nar you z When 
* your Cuſtomers will {11> trom you, your Friends hide head, 
* and your ſervants flze our of your fight: When ye lull fce 
* your Kindred flain in one place, your Wives in another, 
© your Children in a third, and your i<}ves at laſt, it may 
© be, cut in two to encreal2 th? number or Jew Carkalless 
© When, as populous as ye 'are, ye [hall be but numbred to the 
* Sword ; as puillant as ye are, the valiant {hall be ſwept 
© away; as fine fel as ye arz, y2 jhall be fed with your own 
«fleſh, and made drunk with your own blood 3; when your 
© treſpaſles have bzen fo outragious, that vengeance Gdotly deny 
© youa Bzing, thit ye are thought fit tor nothing but to be 
* killed in the place, where ye have commuted the Crime: ; and 
© to ſuffer the pains of death within thols Wilts, which yon 
© have curſed with your Sogoms fac?s, and e£2ypiian bard 
* heartednefs ; when your Politicians can no longer help you, 


_ © but mult have their ſubtle brains daſhed in p2ice; with yours, 


© nor your LeQturers can no longer faveyou, bur ye muſt meer 
* together at the Congregation nzar the ſhambies ; wiacn this 
* great City (hall bz buc a great chopping board to quarter 
* out the limbs of ſinners, or the great Altar wherein a whole 


*Cuty is to be facrificed : Oh ! dol:tul day or new painting 


* your Walls, nzw paving your Streets, n2w fammoning of a 
* Common-Hall, wazn all are callzd torth to nothing, but 

the derifion of Adverfaries, the infulrting of enemies, to have 
" your breaftg.co try th2 points of Sp2ars, your fides the keen- 


* nefs of Swords, your heads the weight of Pole-axes, your 


c . « 
"bodies tro be made Footſtools, and your dead carcailes ſtep- 


*- pings tor traculert toes to tread and trample upon ; when 


there will be no pity upon the aged, nor compaſlion upon. 
* the 


EF 
"the young, but heaps upon heaps, tumbling of Garments in 


© Blood, and Swords made fat with flaughter : Oh fee what 
a crimion City, crimſon fin: will then make. 


* Or if ye Jo elcape the dint of the fword, ani your lives 


© be given you tor a prey, {hall rot your goods he a prey ? 
© yes, ſome may be reierved out of the greateit tice; 
© when men are weary witn &illing, a retreat may be founded, 
* and men called off from this ſlaughter, yer can ye then 
* challenge your old Houfes? or bring your Keyes to your 
* old Cheits ? No, your cities are gone, your intereſts loft ; ye 
* have traded your ſeives out of your F beech or ſinned your 
* felves out of your Properties. The enzmy is now Houſe- 
© keeper, Land-holder, ye have forfeired all to the Swoid ; tare- 
* well Inhzriances, Purchalcs, Leaſes, Wares, Wardrobs, Fur: 
* niture, Jewels, as yz have gotten perhaps theſe goods unjult- 
* Iy, fo they they ina'l be taken away unjuſtly 3 as ye have ferched 
© them in with violence, {o they ſhall be forced back with 
© violence ; Vengeance from Heaven will have fſacisfaction of you 
' for all your trauguient Bargains, cruel Pawns, extorting Mort- 
* gages, blooding of Widows, $kinning of Orphans 3; or, as ye 
* have uſed your goods tor pride and bravery, to ſhall ye fre all 
* your gallantiy plucked from you, and your new faſhions 
* wrung from you ; ye ſhall behold others flaunt in your attires, 
© or ſpruce up themſelves with your curious Dreiſes> ye your 
f ſelves may be glad of the worſe filthy Garment ye lett be- 
*hind you; vea, perhaps of a caſt Garment from your Ad- 
* verlaries backs z or as ys kept all your eſtates to your ſelves 
*chat tho' God took ye our of the mire, vet having wiped 
* off your own durt, ye never pluck out others which {tick in 
" the {ame ex:remities which have forgotten your own Beginnings, 
* and being now mounted to fublimity, are good tor notiing 
"bur to ride the trappered Horſe, or wear Furs; and a great 
* company of theſe uncompaſiionate Creatures this City hath, 
* thatthe indigent poor and the ſutfering- Goſpel, can thank them 
* for little fuccor and ſympathy; that when themie £.5 tare delis 
* cioully every day, Lazarus cannot ger fragments trom them 
* and when peihaps they have Obediz#'s eftate, they have not had 
" Obad:iab's heart, but get means greedily, and keep it penurioully. 
© Now theſe felt thrifts, how {hall Divine Juſtice Judge them tor 
© this pyſimonie. They which would grafp all, fhall looſe ho 
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« voir doſe hatches ſhall be locked up from him, who hath anew 
* kev to open them, their caykered gold ſhall eat th:m out of 
© their valt abundance ; they inall be driven to I've upon Alms, 
* 2nd to g0 along with the tattered crew (which they contemned ) 
© to bes for ſupport and ſuſtenance; they ſhall wiſh that they 
© k2d but one ſpare bag, which all the cries of the dittreffed cout; 


* 507 make them to open, or that they had but a few of thoſe 


* mites, which all the tears of neceſlity could nor make them t9 
* {-xcter abroad ; no they would truſt nothing into God's hand, 
* and God ſhall ſhut up all hands and hearts againſt them ; they 
«1:1 no commiſceration, and no eye ſhall piry them. If they be 
* not flain im the heap,vetthey do bur hve ro ſee their own mitery 
© their fins have mace them Bankruprts, they are undone ruined, 
* And Oh ! thatthe loſs of Mony were the greateſt miſchief, 
* but there is a Treaſure of greater value in danger, Conſcience 
* is ready to be rifted z there is not an abio'ue conqueit made, 
© till theinward Man be in Fettzrs, thou mult be a flare in prin- 
* ciples ; Oh! it isa hard thing at that time to be a Few imward. 


| © ty, to keep the girdle of truth about thy loyns 5 thou muſt then 


© hear the fruit ot the degenerate Plant, or ſtrange Vine 3 pour 
© out the Drink-Offerings of other Sacriticers, follow the ſorcery 
© of the Miſtre{s of Witchcraits, or learn Magick with them, 
*that are broaz it up in the Doctrine of Devils 3 chou mult kmp 
* with the halting Age, fi: thy Mouth to anſwer the general 
*{kout , That great is Diana of the Zpbefcans. Thou mult 
* taunt thine own Father, ſpit in the face of thine own Mother , 
*and hifs away all thy true Brethren 3 thou muſt be divorced 
* from thy od taith tho' never fo chaſt, and deny Sarah to te, 
"thy Wite, tho'<ty-etpanrfals with her were never fo ſolemn : 


© The Jews had bur lived a while under the Babylonian, and 


*they ſ-on learned to ſpeak in the Language of Canaan, and 
"the Lancuage of Afded ; The Samaritans had continued a 
* very ſho: fpace unter the Allyrian,andethey foon worthipped the 
*tras God, and the Gotls 'of che Nationss fo that corruption 
* in Doc&rino quickly doth follow outward fubjection 5 it the 
*Cit) 4 th come under another Lord, the Citizen is commonly 
*adoublc Vave, both inSoal and Body. That tho* perhaps many 
* Men care nor what bhzcome of contcicnce, that it they could 
* keep their walls, «£ins, and purſes, they would pawn their Souls 
"23 any Prover, they have a Religion firted tor any Ages and 
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* accidents ; yet thzy to whom profetion is dearer than the 
© right eye, and purity of the Goſpel than the life blood s 35 
© not this an aeavy punithment? yes, if che Soul he the darling, 
£ and th::c be no wore dangerous chaſe than the hunting of 
* Souls ( and what ſhall » Min give in exchange of his Soul? ) 
e then it 154 martal wound to have the Soul fhabb'd 3 Ok! 
© miſerable Azz, ifthis hour of temptation ſhould come Upon 
*you , that Men thould be led away with the error ot the 
« wicked, an41 fail from their own ttedfaſtneſs, yex for ou:- 
e ward reſpects mane Slipwrack of Faith anda good Confcicgc: 
© yet thas 1 will be then, there wil beno fatety for inconta- 
© minate faith, rhou wilt eirhzr ba a Nrrademus to come to. 
* Chriſt by Night, or it with Danzel thou doft open thy Win- 
* dows publickly towards Fer»/a/em, thou wik be cult 1ao cha 
© Den of Lions; Ezevo{rus will then turn Renegade, and Marcel- 
© [jne will hazard to calt in his grains of inc-ale to Llols, Demas 
© will forſakea'l for this preſent World, S. Peter himfalf will 
© ſcarce be a Saint inthe judgment hall, but for fear of a Da- 
*moſel torſwear Chrilt. Thou wilt then ba complicated and 
*complzeat Slave a flave in thy Houſe, a flave in thy 
« perſon, a flave in thy Eſtare, and a Slave inthy Coalcience. 
© Oh! therefore if it be puſlivle, ſhut the City Gates before 
© judgment doth enter, or mee: the enziny afar off, before hs 
© draw nigh tothe City ;tfor it Tears,and Prayers,and Reftorma- 
* rion donot tiop his patlage, here will be varicxy of milerizs, ye 
ſes, atthe ſubduing the City ; there mult bean eminency of 
© repentance, or elle there will be an emzency ot wrath. It. 
© will be that great Viſitation, tar itis that great City. 

This Admonition and Exhortation i= Rrgly and warm: 
tv inculcates in divers places of his Book, aad allo in his Epiltle 
D-dicatory to the Religious Citizens, whom he thus beſpeaks, 
* Appiy your ſelves to che right work and fail ro down right 
* Chriitianity. . Let him bs the beft Man, which can bs moſt 
*vertu9us and zealousin this Religious Service. Itis an hard 
* thing to build a City 3 and it will be as hard a thing to p'e- 
* ferve ir. When a City is growncrazy with fins, they maſt 
* bz Maſter-Workmen which can repair the decays of it, or keep. 
'ittroma downfall: if ys be never ſo well preparzd, yet ye 
*haveatazk which doth require almoſt an Angelical puricy and 
* prf-ction to diſcharge it. Eye your duty, and look :pon 
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*nothing elſe, and ſee what a great meaſure of remorſe and re- 
f formation is expedient to keep a tottering City from an emi- 
« nent caftalty. © And alittle after: Conſider what ye are 9 
*do, ro wring a ſpear out of the hand of the Almighty, +9 
* turn back an hoſt of judgements upon their March ; appear 
*i3r your compleat harnefs, and quit your ſelves ike Men, A- 
gain after he had ſhowed by whatCiriz?ns this 1s to be perforn'd 
© There are fins in the City, and theſe ſins Jo threaten judz2- 
© ment 5 all ye then which do face the one, and fear the other 
*let me intreat you tofigh, and ſacrifice wich me, that the Ci. 
*1y being penitent, neirzer the pe 11, nor perifhing of the Ci- 
*ty may be dreaded. To cobrain this blefime,l have ( as [ can ) 
f ſanctified my elf wich ſome foiemn retolutions; I defire you 
© coenterinto the Vow with me, not to deſert the Ciry with 
"your repentance, and devotions, tu!] a G:lcharge may he 
© brought out of Nearen, and the City fettied in a condition to 
* be ſpared. And again, The City is in peril, what 1s the pre- 
© ſervative ? Policy may invent mariy expedients for ſecurity, 
© but I do know nons bit that of repentance. 'To 'prevent a 
© general overthrow, ſhail weever fee a general converſion 2? 
© What wil] Men leave their Seats of honour, and apply their 
"ſelves to ſack cloth, aſhes, faſting, mighty cryes , wining 
© from their evil ways, and from the violence of cheir hands 2 
* Oh that we could fe fuch a beantiful City to honour our 
© Nation, and blefsirt fe!f. Bram afraid that this is but a Ci. 
*ty of defires, and that it is not harder to build up 7-ruſalem 2- 
"gain in her firſt glory, than to raiſe up ſuch a City amongſt 
"35 ; every Itonem this City may fooner be altered and new 
"laid rather than Mens minds and conſciences. I doukt whee 
* ther p<nizent dutres wereever tiuly intended amongſt us, and 
J am very jealous whether ever or no we {hall ſez them reatty 
* expreſſed, Men canrather ſhout the £ulf, chmb the Alps 
© goa pilgmage cverthe whole Earth, than repent. Weil, az 
*itis my dritr ro propote, impoſe, and difpote, ſo let ic be 
* yours tocxplore at home,and excite abrozd. And mack more 
torhis purpele hath ke both theieand cHewhere which abun- 


vai.tly thews biz Rrong apprehenfions of the Cities danger, 


and bis great concern tor it preſeryation. 
F I N 1 S 
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£ndon, Printed for F. Meckes, in Hanging Swerd.C oart, 1n Fleet-ſireer, 1654 


